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Date: January27, 2020

Dear InterestedParty,

TheAspen-SoprisRangerDistrict of the WhiteRiverNationalForest(WRNF) is soliciting
comments on aproposal from Sunlight Mountain Resort (Sunlight) to install a new Chairlift, construct
a pit toilet and enhancetrail improvements at the resort. This project is proposedwithin Sunlight’s
Special Use Permit (SUP) areaand is consistent with the 2019 Sunlight Mountain Resort Master
Development Plan amendment. The attachedmap (Figure 1) depicts the proposedprojects. Your
commentsonthisproposalarebeingsoughtatthis time. This informationis alsoavailableonthe
projectwebpage:h■ps://Www.fs.usda.gov/project/?proiect=574l 7

Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to improve guestaccessto intermediate and advancedski terrain. The
need for this project would provide direct accessto intermediate and advancedski terrain by
eliminating the needto use Tercero or Segundoand Primo Chairlifts. Additionally, this would
provide accessto underutilized trails, increaseaccessto repeatusers,and improve visitor experience.

Proposed Action

Sunlightproposesto addanewchair lift andextendwinter trails in theterrainknownastheEast
Ridgearea.TheEastRidgeis primarily intermediate/advancedski terrainandis currentlyservedby
using a combination of the Tercero or Segundoand Primo chairlifts. The proposednew EastRidge
Chairliftwill ascendapproximately4,500’ linearfeetfrom a locationat thebaseof themountainon
private land near Four Mile Creek, to the top terminal located on National Forest Systemlands within
Sunlight’soperationalboundary.Theproposedalignmentfollows mixedownershipwith
approximately 2,000 feet spanning the White River National Forest. The averagetree clearing width
for the lift alignment is approximately 40’ eachside of the centerline. The top terminal location will
sit betweenRebel andBeaujolais ski runs. Approximately SAacre will be cleared for catwalks to
provideaccessto RebelandGrizzly trails from thenewtopterminal.

The top terminal will include an operator building and engine drive and motor room. Approximately
‘Aacreof vegetationwill beclearedat thetop terminalto facilitatetheunloadingarea,operator
building and motor room.

A small pit type outhousewith approximate 10’x10’ footprint would be constructedin an area
adjacentto thetop terminalfor public andoperatoruse.

Sunlightwould constructthenewareausinga spiderhoe,forklifts, front endloader,andhelicopters
to install the top and bottom terminals, towers, and tower foundations. A new buried power line
measuring approximately 250’ long would be installed from an existing electric vault towards the top
terminal. Concreteinstallationfor the top terminal,bottomterminal, andline towerswould be installed
utilizingconcretetrucksandfront-endloaderorsimilarequipment.In total,theproposedprojectwould
resultin lessthan5 acresof grounddisturbance.All disturbedareaswouldberevegetatedpera
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RevegetationPlanuponcompletionof theproject.Constructionstagingandassemblyareaswill occur
primarilyonprivatelands.

Categorical Exclusion

Due to theminimal amountof new disturbanceassociatedwith theproposedimprovements,the WRNF is

consideringcategoricallyexcludingthis project from analysisin anenvironmentalassessment(EA) or
environmentalimpactstatement(BIS).ForaProposedActiontobecategoricallyexcludedfromfurther
analysisin anBA orEIS,it must■toneof thecategoriescontainedin ForestServiceHandbook1909.15
Chapter30,andtherecanbenoextraordinarycircumstancesrelatedto thespeci■cProposedActionthat
would warrantfurther analysis.The proposalto replacetheEastRidgechairli■■tsinto category32.2(3)

“Approval, modi■cation,or continuationof minor specialusesof NFS landsthat requirelessthan■ve

contiguousacresof land.”

How to Comment and Timeframe

Written commentsmust be submitted via mail service, facsimile, electronic mail, or in person,and

commentsconcerningthis actionwill bemosthelpful if receivedby or beforeFebruary23rd,2020.
Written commentsmust be submitted to: Scott Fitzwilliams, 010Devon Cotsamire, Lead Mountain

SportsAdministrator, Aspen-Sopris RangerDistrict, 620 Main Street,Carbondale,CO 81623, FAX

(970) 963—1012.The of■cebusinesshours for those submitting hand-delivered commentsare: 8:00

am. to 4:30p.m.,MondaythroughFriday,excludingholidays.Electroniccommentsmustbe
submitted in a format such asan email message,plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or MS Word

(.docx).Commentsmayalsobesubmittedelectronicallyat:
h■ps://cara.ecosystemmanagementnrg/Public/ICommentInnut?Proiect=57417
Personscomments should include: 1) name, address,telephonenumber, andorganizationrepresented,

if any;2) title of theprojectof concem(i.e.,SunlightMountainResortEastRidgeChairliftProject
Project);and3)speci■cfacts,concerns,or issues,andsupportingreasonswhytheyshouldbeconsidered.

Thispublicscopingperiodwill betheonlyopportunityfor individualsinterestedin oraffectedbythis
proposalto identify anypotentialextraordinaryconditionsor signi■cantissuesbeforetheResponsible

Of■cialmakesadecision.

Thankyou for your interestin ski areamanagementprojects.To requestfurther information on this

ProposedAction, pleasecontactDevon Cotsamire,LeadMountain SportsAdministrator, Aspen—Sopris

RangerDistrict devon.cotsamire usda ov

Sincerely,

Forest Supervrsor

Enclosure:ProjectMap
cc: Kevin Warner, Roger Poirier, Devon Cotsarnire,Monte Lutterman


